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accommodating a thousand men, and no token remains to tell that the
settlement once belonged to the Dntch, but the escutcheons of the
Governors which still continue to adorn the walls of the Chnrch." J. C.
Marshman: OaktiMa Seview, Vol. IV, p. 519.
For some years Chinsurah, with a good reputation to
its credit as a healthy station, became the military depot
for ,Bengal. In 1850, however, the troops were removed
and the barracks are now turned into a cutchery. The
places most worthy of notice are:
 (1)	The foundations of the old English factory in the
river bed in front of  the jail.    These, however, we have
noted from the river.
 (2)	The Armenian Church of  St. John  the Baptist,
commenced in  1695,   completed  in  1697,  and thus the
second oldest Christian Church in Bengal*.    The steegje
which we doubtless noted from the steamer,  and  which
guides us on our way in search of the Church, was erected
by a pious Armenian lady early in the last century.   The
Church itself was built by the Margar family, the founder
of whose fortunes in Bengal  " the famous Kharib Khojah
Johanness" lies buried in the adjoining churchyard.    The
Church  is  very  well looked after, and a great Armenian
pilgrimage is supposed to take place to this national sanc-
tuary each successive St. John the Baptist's day.
 (3)	Chinsurah Church—This quaint old pile built by
Sir G. L. Vernet in 1767, was handed over to the care
of  Bishop  Heber  when Chinsurah passed into English
hands.    Externally it has something of the appearance of
a  market place: internally,  with the addition of a fine
reredos to the altar, it would have a somewhat imposing
sanctuary.   Round the walls are the lozenge-shaped hatch-
ments of the Dutch Governors, but these are too high up
to be easily studied.   The oldest commemorates "W. A."
who died on August 13, 1662.   The most interesting to us
is that of Sir G. L. Vernet—a former page of Louis XV
and a relation of the famous painter, but above all a
good friend to the English of Calcutta in their distress in
1756.   Freemasons will, perhaps, take note of the hatdi-
ment of Governor Pieter Brueys, who was Grand Master
of the Chinsurah Grand Lodge some time before the year
1774.    Stavorinus has left us an account of the magni-

